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Introduction 


Tibetan pottery has a history of about 4000 years, according to the legends Chinese Princess Wen Cheng Tibet, 
she thought the people many handy crafts, one such craft was pottery, she demonstrated the usage of clay from 
the river side and how to many pot and containers for storing items. Craftsmen of Tibet have been practicing this 
art till today, they have acquired mastery in working with clay. There extraordinary understand towards the ma- 
terial and its usage, is a great achievement in itself. Many such master craftsmen have visited the northern India 
and settled in the region of Himachal Pradesh. 


Pottery making is one of the crafts practiced since many generations. This craft is practiced in almost all part of 
the world, majorly in India. Like other states pottery is carried out even in Himachal Pradesh. Places like Kangra, 
Mandi, Kulu, Chamba and Shimla are the main places in Himachal where pottery craft is practiced in large num- 
ber. The communities have migrated to these place and dwelled here from many years who have been involved 
in making clay products. Pottery making is still an important craft which has more demand even today as these 
products are used in large numbers for ritual occasions. Kumhar’s community is involved in this craft since 5 
generations and Mr. Mirchand is a leader of the community and he can be contacted on his mobile number. 
(09882935776) 


The craftsmen are known for their unique works and creativity. They make all types decorated items, flower 
vase and items used for storage purpose are made in large numbers according to the customers demand. These 
Kumhar’s also make god and goddess’s idols painted with beautiful color shades. These idols are in big demand 
at festival seasons. In Kangra the articles are basically made and colored in black and red. The products made are 
majorly for domestic use. The famous item called Kawradu and Dhialu are the small pots produced to set curd. 
The work is done in Himachal Pradesh is seasonal, in winter they work from November to January and in summer 
they work from May to July. The pottery work is believed to be sacred work and is worshiped at festive season 
like Diwali where the potter’s wheel is decorated with a paste made from rice flour and pooja is performed with 
offerings. The Kumhara’s work even at festival season as the demand for the products are more at that time. The 
color of the fabulous craft is visible everywhere in Himachal Pradesh merging with the colors of the planes and 
landscapes of this palace. 
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Potters apply pressure to shape the clay. 
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Wooden turning wheel has been replaced by electric turning wheel to improve the productivity. 
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Water pots and cooking vessels are highly demanded 
products. 
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products. 
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Adjustable speed of electric wheel, helps in shaping the pot better. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The main material used to make potteries is a good quality clay. Pottery clay is bought from Gaggal. Tradition- 
ally potters used wooden wheel that was turned manually with the help of a stick. But with the changing time 
the potters opted to electric wheel, which is much faster, because of which the production of clay articles have 
become more. Common materials and tools used are: 

¢ Clay: Main raw material used. 

¢ Water: Which is regularly sprinkled on the clay to retain the moisture of clay. 

¢ Thread: Its dipped in water and used to cut and separate the product from the turning wheel. 

¢ Round Metal Tool: Used to scrape out the excess clay. 

¢ Smooth Pebble: Used to smoothen the article surface. 


¢ Filter: Used to refine the clay powder. 


* Colors: Enamel paints are used to color the finished article. 
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Unprocessed clay chunks. 
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Making Process 


The process of making pottery is almost similar in all parts of India but due to the craftsmen improvise the 
process by adding some of their creativity or personal touch. Initially chunks of clay locally known as chiknimitti 
is collected from the river banks and stored. The chunks are beaten with the help of a wooden mallet to convert 
them into clay powder and further refined using a filter to obtain fine powder, by removing the impurities. Clay 
is mixed with required amount of sand and water and kneaded until a soft clay dough is acquired. Clay dough is 
stored in a moist free place for almost 2 months and it is required to knead once again to obtain fine grained soil 
while using to attain the property of elasticity. Potter’s wheel is called Chak in local language is used to shape the 
clay into desired form. 


Clay dough is placed at the center of the turning wheel and water is sprinkled to make the clay wet. As the wheel 
is turned, craftsmen starts to shape the clay. Potter’s wheel is rotated manually or by electric drive. Water is 
added frequently to retain the moisture. The clay is shaped into desired form. A smooth surfaced stone is used to 
slide along the shaped article to smoothen and level the article’s surface while turning and finished piece is cut 
and separated from the wheel with the help of a thread. The shaped articles are dried in direct sunlight. Cooking 
pots, water storing pots are the basic products made from clay. 


A pot holder is fixed on the turning wheel and the partially dried clay pot is placed upside down on the holder. 
With the help of a round metal tool excess clay is scraped out and the pot is given a proper shape. The edges and 
surface of the article is shaped with the smooth stone. Finished articles are dried in the direct sunlight for a day. 
Red oxide stone is powdered and soaked in water for overnight to obtain a red color solution to paint on the clay 
articles and dried. The products are then baked in a kiln to strengthen the quality and make them more durable. 
Backed products are painted with enamel colors to make them look more attractive and eye catching. Most of 
the craftsmen involved in this craft are male and have been producing clay articles from decades. 


Chunks of clay are collected from the banks of river and stored. 
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Clay chunks beaten with a wooden malletto acquire Water and small amount of sand is added to mix the 
the powdered clay. fine powder. 
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The mixture is mixed well to remove air bubbles. 


Kneaded clay dough is stored in moist free area and 
used when needed. 


Clay mixture is kneaded well till soft clay dough is 


obtained. 
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Before using, the dough is again kneaded to make it Clay dough is placed on center of electric turningwheel 
soft. (throwing process)to prepare pots. 
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Potter pulls the clay upwards and gives equal 
thickness to the wall. 11. Clay is shaped to a pot form. 
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Opening is pulled and closed to prepare a penny bank. 


Clay is shaped into a cooking vessel. Water is added frequently to retain the moisture. 
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Small clay pots for drinking water are prepared mor: Surface of the pot is leveled using a smooth stone and 
in numbers. it is allowed to dry. 
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Pot holder is prepared onturning wheel. 


. Partially dried pot is placed 
for further process. 
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Surface of the pot is smoothen using a plain stone. Excess clay is scraped out using a sharp metal tool and 
the pot is given a proper shape. 
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Finished pots are kept to dry in direct sunlight and Clay articles are dried for a day and then baked in the 
turned upside down to dry the base. furnace. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - 


Design Resource 
Pottery Making - Kangra, 


Himachal Pradesh 

Craft of Clay 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Vijay G. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/pottery-making-kan- 
gra-himachal-pradesh/products 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Panorama 

6. Contact Details 


16 


Products 


Pottery products made in Kangra is as similar to other clay crafts made by other potters in India. The only differ- 
ence is style and the personal touch of the craftsmen. Products like water pots or cooking articles are used for 
daily purpose, where as other articles like designer vase and other decorative items are produced occasionally. 
The sales for these products are more in festive seasons like Ganesh Chaturthi and Diwali. Clay products which 
are more in demand are- Water pots known as Gharra used to store water, Muggi for carrying water, Gharau for 
boiling milk and decorative products like diyas, vintage pots, mini containers and Gulak (Penny bank). The prod- 
ucts are marketed in Kangra, Palampur, Dharamsala, and Meleodganj. Cost of each piece starts from Rs 20/- and 
goes till thousands depending on the design and size of the article. 
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Pot used for storing water. 
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Clay penny banks of different sizes. Small clay pots used to store food items. 
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Clay articles are dried in direct sunlight and colored Cooking pots are made on orders as their sales are less 
with natural colors. compared to other products. 
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Clay penny bank colored with enamel colors. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
and Vijay G. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


Mr. Mirchand is a leader of the Kumhar’s community and he can be 
contacted on his mobile number. (09882935776) 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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